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College of Veterinary Medicine Student 
Awarded FFA's Highest Honor 
Elizabeth Jaskowiakt 
On November 13, 1997, Iowa State Univer-
sity College of Veterinary Medicine's Mike 
McIntyre was given the National American 
Star Farmer Award by the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA). The FFA is an organiza-
tion that promotes farming and agribusiness 
among young people. Every year one per-
and answer session in which tough questions 
are asked about the applicant's business 
records and decisions. 
Mike McIntyre grew up on a farm in 
South Dakota with his family raising row 
crops, cattle, and pigs. He enjoyed farming 
and became involved in local activities like 
livestock judging, 
landjudging, welding, 
and carpentry compe-
titions. In his early 
teens, Mike started 
his own business ven-
ture raising sheep. 
He started with two 
ewes, "Chick" and 
"Butterscotch." Over 
a few years he raised 
a flock of sheep that 
won many ribbons 
and prizes at the local 
and state fair level. 
Mike also tried his 
hand at raising cowl 
calf pairs and was 
very successful. Mike 
is currently operating 
;J his own custom fenc-\!l 
. ing company and run-
.. ~ ning more than one 
son is selected from 
the almost 500,000 
members and is 
given this award. To 
be considered for the 
award, FFA mem-
bers must submit a 
twenty-two page ap-
plication to their 
state FFA represen-
ta ti ve detailing their 
farming venture, in-
cluding balance 
sheets, inventory of 
equipment, payroll 
expenses, and de-
tailed tracking of 
how all moneys 
earned from the 
business were used. 
Applicants also must 
show that they are 
active in their com-
munity and partici-
pated in school-re-
lated activities. One 
~ hundred cow/calf 
J,l pairs back home in 
:il South Dakota. Mike McIntyre, second-year veterinary student 
application is chosen at the ISU CVM, received the National American I t is hard to be-
from each state and Star Farmer Award from the Future Farmers of lieve that Mike also 
is sent to the na- America. 
tional competition. 
From there, the top four applicants are sent 
to the final round at the National FFA Con-
vention. The final round consists of inter-
views with top industry and government 
leaders, an oral presentation about the 
applicant's farm/business, and a question 
tElizabeth Jaskowiak is a second-year veterinary stu-
dent at the Iowa State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 
38 
found time in his busy 
schedule to be in-
volved in many school activities as well. He 
ran cross country track, played football, and 
played in the marching band in high school. 
Mike joined the FFA when he was a sopho-
more in high school. He recalls "seeing his 
friends going in the wrong direction (drink-
ing and getting into trouble) and making a 
conscious decision to be involved in FFA, 
sports, music, and school instead." Once 
Mike entered college, he became involved in 
Iowa State University Veterinarian 
the Block and Bridle Club, Pre-Vet Club,Al-
pha Lambda Delta, and several other orga-
nizations. His involvement in FFA has taken 
him all over the United States attending con-
ferences and lectures. Mike won a trip from 
the FFA to Europe in 1995 and spent a few 
weeks touring their agricultural areas and 
meeting with other farmers, businessmen, 
and politicians. To top it all off, Mike is cur-
rently pursuing his veterinary medicine de-
gree. 
As the FFA's National American Star 
Farmer Award recipient, Mike has appeared 
on several television interviews, including a 
spot on the "Earthday Channel," has spoken 
on many radio stations, and has been fea-
tured in dozens of newspapers and maga-
zines. There is an upcoming article about 
Mike in JAVMA. This summer, Mike will be 
taking a trip to Costa Rica as part of his 
award from FFA. While there, he will be 
touring farms, sight-seeing, visiting their 
agricultural schools, and meeting with the 
Head of Agriculture. At only twenty-two 
years of age, Mike McIntyre is on his way to 
becoming a successful farmer, businessman, 
and future veterinarian .• 
During his early teens, Mike started his own busi-
ness venture raising sheep. His flock won many 
ribbons and prizes at the local and state fair level. 
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Cy Joins Veterinarian Staff 
Amy C. Kearnst 
Amy C. Kearns. Yep, that's me. At least 
that's the name I sign with my Iowa State 
pen everytime I use one of my Iowa State 
checks that are found inside my Iowa State 
checkbook holder. I am probably the biggest 
Iowa State fan you will ever meet. Ever since 
my parents met on the campus ofIowa State 
University some 33 years ago, my blood has 
been destined to flow both red and yellow. 
So what does that "C" stand for in my name? 
Well, my parents would like to have you be-
lieve it stands for my middle name, but they 
are off their rocker, because everyone knows 
it stands for Cy. 
I am one of three women who are better 
known as Cy. This is my second year with 
Cy as my alter ego, and sometimes it is diffi-
t Amy Kearns is a third-year journalism student at Iowa 
State University. 
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cult to distinguish between the two of us. 
Since coming to Iowa State, I have changed 
Continued on page 48. 
Amy Kearns' alter ego, Cy, never one to hold a 
grudge, prepares to castrate a Jayhawk. 
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